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Our Firm 

G.A.M. Law Office is a boutique law firm where accomplishment is 

the center of everything we do. Our goal is to provide a service with 

the highest levels of ethics, professionalism, skill, and accountability. 

G.A.M. Law Office offers a comprehensive portfolio of Legal 

Solutions. Our law firm prides itself of offering extensive advice to 

immigrants, entrepreneurs and professionals of the creatives 

industries. 

Our firm’s commitment to quality service extends from our highly 

skilled attorneys to our experienced professional staff. By building 

relationships based on trust, communication, and responsiveness, 

we tailor our service to ensure our clients’ current needs are met 

while also anticipating their future needs… enabling them to 

accomplish more. 

We understand that hiring an attorney is a very important decision, 

for that reason, our first consultation is free. Don’t take these words 

for granted, call now! 
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The Uncontested Divorce 

An uncontested divorce is one in which there is no disagreement on almost all issues such as 

custody, child support, division of property, debt allocation, and maintenance. Accordingly, in an 

uncontested divorce process, there is no litigation. Typically, the judge will simply sign off on the 

terms and issue a final decree of divorce. In an uncontested divorce process, there is rarely a 

hearing. 

In New York, an uncontested divorce is where both spouses agree to end the marriage and have 

settled all of the major issues in the case, such as property division, child custody, and financial 

support. 

An uncontested divorce is much faster and cheaper than a traditional divorce, especially because 

divorce domestic relations matter where an attorney cannot charge a contingency fee. Thus, most 

of the time, the fee of a contested (litigated) is by the hour (ranging from $150 to $250 per hour). 

GROUNDS FOR THE DIVORCE 

In New York, you and your spouse also have to agree on the "grounds" or reason for your divorce. 

New York allows "no-fault" divorce, so you don't need to claim "fault-based" grounds for divorce, 

like adultery, abandonment, etc. Instead, you can use the "no-fault" grounds of irretrievable 

breakdown of the marriage for at least six months before filing for divorce, which means that you 

and your spouse no longer want to be married, and it's not likely that you and your spouse will get 

back together. (New York Domestic Relations Law § 170 (7).) 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN UNCONTESTED DIVORCE IN NEW YORK  

In New York, you can file for an uncontested divorce when you and your spouse agree about the 

following: 

• - Desiring the divorce 

• - The grounds for divorce 

• - Property division (Usually the spouses agree there will be no distribution of marital property or debts) 

• - Alimony 

• - Child custody 

• - Child support 

• - Child visitation 

An uncontested divorce is not possible when any of the key divorce issues just discussed are a 

topic of disagreement. If you also cannot reach an agreement with a collaborative divorce, a 

contested divorce is your final option. 

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS 



To be able to file for divorce in New York, you also have to satisfy the "residency requirements" 

of the law, meaning either: 

• - you or your spouse has been living in New York for at least two continuous years immediately before filing 

for divorce, or 

• - you or your spouse has been living in New York for at least one continuous year immediately before filing 

for divorce and 

o * you got married in New York, or 

o * you lived in New York as a married couple, or 

o * the grounds for your divorce happened in New York. (N.Y. Dom. Rel. § 230.) 

THE UNCONTESTED DIVORCE PROCESS 

Even though an uncontested divorce in New York is quicker than a contested divorce, it is still a 

long and sometimes complicated process with a lot of paperwork. Luckily, all of the necessary 

forms with step-by-step instructions are available online from the New York State courts. 

However, if you want to have the support of a professional that cares care of everything, 

G.A.M. Law Office P.C. offers the service for a flat fee. 

Prepare your paperwork. The first step in obtaining your uncontested divorce in New York is to 

prepare your forms, including the Summons, Verified Complaint, and Settlement Agreement. If 

you have minor children, you must complete additional paperwork concerning child support and 

custody. For more information and the full list of forms, see the New York Courts website. 

Purchase an index number. Next, purchase an "index number" at County Clerk's office in the 

county where you or your spouse lives. You must add the index number to your Summons and 

Verified Complaint. 

Send the forms to your spouse. You must provide copies of the paperwork to your spouse, along 

with an Affidavit of the Defendant. If your spouse signs the Affidavit, the case can move forward. 

If your spouse doesn't return the signed Affidavit of Defendant to you, you will have to serve your 

spouse, meaning someone other than you must hand your spouse the papers. Whoever serves your 

spouse has to fill out an Affidavit of Service. 

File with the County Clerk. File the completed papers, including the Affidavit of Defendant or 

Affidavit of Service, at the County Clerk's Office (in the same county where you purchased the 

index number). In some counties, you have the option to file online. 

Finalize your divorce. The judge will review the documents and, if approved, will sign the 

Judgment of Divorce. After the judge signs the Judgment of Divorce, you have to file and enter it 

in the County Clerk's Office. This process differs depending on the county in which you file, so 

ask the County Clerk in your county for specific instructions. Lastly, you must serve a copy of the 

signed and entered Judgment of Divorce on your now ex-spouse along with a completed Notice of 

Entry. 

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF AN UNCONTESTED DIVORCE? 

https://www.nycourts.gov/courthelp/Family/divorceOverview.shtml


There are a number of advantages to getting an uncontested divorce in New York. 

- It’s faster, because there are fewer proceedings and negotiations. You can move on with your 

lives much sooner. You can avoid much of the stress of a contested divorce, which involves all the 

processes of any litigation like discovery, calling expert and character witnesses, making motions, 

introducing documents into evidence and testifying 

- An uncontested divorce is much cheaper, even if both parties have attorneys, than a contested 

divorce, due to lower court costs but primarily due to lower attorney fees. 

- It’s more harmonious and less likely to engender bad feelings than a contested divorce, which is 

important if you have children together. 

- You and your spouse maintain control. You cannot know what a judge may order in a contested 

divorce. 

- Your financial documents remain private rather than becoming part of public records as they 

would in a contested divorce.  

DO YOU NEED A LAWYER FOR UNCONTESTED DIVORCE? 

You don't need to hire a lawyer to get an uncontested divorce in New York and you can represent 

yourself during the process. Spouses can try to handle everything themselves or use an online 

service that eases the process. Even though there's no court battle in an uncontested divorce, one 

or both spouses can hire attorneys to help them through the uncontested divorce. You might want 

to talk to a lawyer, for instance, if your case feels complex or you have unanswered questions. 

 

If you choose to work with us, at G.A.M. Law Office, we can give you advice on your proposed 

settlement, the uncontested divorce process, and make sure you complete the paperwork correctly 

and see that you file your paperwork on time. 

 

Do You Have an Immigration Petition? 
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU GET DIVORCED AFTER GETTING A GREEN CARD?  

If you got a green card from marrying a U.S. citizen or permanent resident but you are interested 

in filing for a divorce, you may be wondering what will happen to your immigration status. 

Depending on certain circumstances, you may be able to remain in the United States FOR HELP 

WITH YOUR AFTER GREEN CARD AND DIVORCE CASE, schedule your free 

consultation with us. 

DIVORCE AFTER FILING YOUR VISA PETITION  

https://gamlawoffice.com/free-consultations/
https://gamlawoffice.com/free-consultations/


If you only filed a visa petition with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), a 

divorce means the end of your attempt to obtain a green card. Waiting for approval doesn’t come 

with rights or protections to be admitted or remain in the United States. If your I-130 Petition was 

already approved, then consult an attorney because you could be entitled to file a VAWA petition. 

DIVORCE AFTER GETTING APPROVED FOR CONDITIONAL RESIDENCE  

When an immigrant marries a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident, USCIS may grant a 10-year 

green card or a conditional residence status, which is a two-year green card given to a spouse of a 

short marriage (less than two years) once the petition has been approved. If an immigrant spouse 

divorces after obtaining conditional residence, it could be challenging to get approved for 

permanent residence. 

After two years from the date of the approval of the conditional residence, the green card holder 

must file Form I-751 to remove the conditions on the green card and acquire a 10-years permanent 

resident status. 

In the event of a divorce, you must submit the application on your own and ask USCIS to waive 

the joint filing requirement. For this to happen, it is necessary to provide convincing evidence that 

the marriage started off as authentic, despite ending in divorce. 

COMMON EXAMPLES OF EVIDENCE INCLUDE: 

• - Copies of mortgage and rental agreements 

• - Children’s birth certificates 

• - Bank and credit card statements 

• - Life insurance shared by both spouses 

Remember, you cannot use the same type of evidence you previously submitted to USCIS. The 

more recent the documents, the better your chances. 

DIVORCE AFTER GETTING APPROVED FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE 

If you have successfully applied for a green card (10-year resident status), you do not need to 

worry You may continue with your divorce process. 

APPLYING FOR U.S. CITIZENSHIP AFTER DIVORCE  

If you want to become a U.S. citizen, after three years you will not be able to do it if you are not 

still married to the U.S. citizen the petitioned for you. Thus, you may apply for U.S. citizenship 

after 3 years. Additionally, when applying for your citizenship it is possible that USCIS will review 

again your immigration file and marriage information. If immigration officials determine that you 

obtained your green card through fraudulent means, not only will you lose the ability to become a 

U.S. citizen, but you could also get deported. 
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Our values  

Integrity 

 To be honest, trustworthy, respectful, and ethical in our actions. To 

honor our commitments and to be accountable for our actions, 

successes, and failures. 

Client Focused 

To fully understand our clients’ requirements, challenges, 

objectives, and goals and to maximize the value of our services to our 

clients including safeguarding the security and confidentiality of 

their information. 

Understanding  

Client relationships are our lifeblood. By building long-term 

relationships, we become more knowledgeable of a client’s business 

and add greater value. 

Flexibility 

Our clients operate in a rapidly changing environment, which 

requires that we maintain flexibility in order to respond quickly and 

effectively. 

Community 

Our firm and our team members are dedicated individually and 

collectively to giving back to the communities we serve. 

Perseverance 

While some legal matters can be handled with a simple phone call or 

letter, others require more persistent communication and 

interaction, and sometimes litigation. We work to understand the 

difference and strive to take appropriate action to pursue your 

interests. 

 

 
“If you are not making 

someone else’s life better, 

then you are wasting your 

time…” 
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What Our Clients Say! 

“Giselle helped us understand migratory law, corporative issues and 

answer a lot of questions we had about American law. Truly an 

amazing lawyer and a really kind person.” 

Juan Pacheco 

“We hired Giselle to research the Canadian, US and Colombian law to 

help us plan how to manage our assets in the long term. She provided 

a clear view on how the law of these three countries will apply to us 

and how it could impact our financial planning.” 

Julian 

“Giselle was instrumental in helping me review and improve my 

business’ template for contracting independent service providers. She 

provided lots of expertise, addressed every single question I had and 

ultimately allowed me to have a solid contract that I understand and 

can reliably use for years to come. Absolutely recommend!” 

Daniel 

“Being a complicated situation Giselle was able to keep me informed 

as towards the process and information that was required, very 

promptly She assured me as the process proceeded that we had time.” 

Winston  

“Giselle is a great professional who is here to help. Combining empathy 

and a high level of subject understanding, she’s able to find the right 

solution in your particular case.” 

Linda 

“She was very kind and knowledgeable, would highly recommend. She 

reached out quickly and her willingness to help was amazing.” 

Samantha 
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Our Team 
We understand that hiring an attorney is a critical decision. For that 

reason, we want you to feel comfortable. Instead of overwhelming you 

with legal jargon, we want you to know the law, plain and simple, so we 

can strategize and create a game plan. We see the attorney-client 

relationship as a two-way relationship, both working towards the same 

goal. Our first consultation is free. Don’t take these words for granted.  

Call now! 
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Meet our founder  

Giselle Ayala Mateus 

As an entrepreneur herself and an immigrant, Giselle knows 

precisely how to counsel clients and serve them with excellence. 

Giselle Ayala Mateus was born in 1991 in Bogotá – Colombia. Her 

mother is a district attorney in Colombia. Her father is a retired 

Colombian attorney and community health worker with Planned 

Parenthood in New York City. 

After finishing law school in Colombia and being admitted to practice 

law in this country, Giselle came to the United States to complete a 

Masters of Laws with the Brooklyn Law School. While being a single 

mom law school student in the U.S., Giselle completed her studies 

and a Business Law specialization. As part of her legal education in 

the U.S., Giselle worked with Good Counsel Services; a nonprofit 

organization focused on educating and empowering nonprofits and 

social entrepreneurs. 

New York – Immigration, Business and IP 

Attorney 

In 2018, Giselle created FOCUS, a not-for-profit project focused on 

supporting entrepreneurs and artists. Giselle has served as counsel 

and representative on issues related to the review and drafting of 

commercial contracts, creative developments, transfer of intangible 

rights, and business formation in the United States. Giselle has also 

performed as a leading attorney in adjustment of status processes, 

asylum applications, work visas, interviews with immigration 

officials, presentation, and foreign documents validation. 

Likewise, she has worked as a simultaneous interpreter for family 

processes, immigration, and application for public benefits. On 

March 27th, 2021, during the celebration of Latin Women, titled 

“Powerful Women”, Giselle was recognized by the New York State 

Assembly with a Certificate of Merit for Outstanding Achievement 

Entrepreneur. 

Dedicated to her clients and her law practice, Giselle is currently 

communicating to her audience via social media, Facebook, Youtube, 

Quora, and more. Her service-oriented approach has lead her to 

where she is now. Giselle is a current member of the New York State 

Bar (NYSBA), the American Immigration Lawyers Association 

(AILA), the FAME Center for Fashion, Art, Media & Entertainment 

Law of Cardozo Law School, and the American Intellectual Property 

Law Association. 
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Sara Mateus 

Sara Mateus graduated from Universidad Libre – Faculty of Law, in 

Bogotá – Colombia in1990, and very soon began her professional 

practice. She worked as a district attorney for more than 27 years 

and as a judge in 2018. Sara also holds a specialization in Public Law 

from Universidad Autónoma. 

While acting as a district attorney, Sara Mateus was involved in the 

investigation and prosecution of cases related to a wide range of 

crimes, including crimes against life and personal integrity, crimes 

against sexual freedom and integrity, crimes against the public 

administration, and crimes against the public faith. During her time 

in the Crimes against Public Faith Unit, Sara was involved in the 

investigation of adulterations, frauds, and falsehoods, involving 

individuals and businesses as the victim. 

Sara has performed as a professor of Criminal Law and Evidence 

Management. Currently, Sara is with G.A.M. Law Office as Executive 

Legal Consultant, in matters related to the protection of the rights of 

Latinos in the US. 

 

 

 

Francisco Ayala  
Francisco Ayala is a retired attorney from Colombia. Francisco went 

Universidad Libre and completed an specialization in Family and 

Criminal Law.   

In Colombia, he performed as a family attorney for more than 30 

years. Thereafter, he becaome to the United States to support her 

daughter on the law school path. Since 2015, Francisco became a 

public notary and a community health worker.  

Francisco support the work of G.A.M. Law Office as a paralegal, 

notary, and a continued voice of wisdom.  
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Meet our founder  

Lina Montoya  

Lina Montoya is a professional translator and Interpreter. She 

completed her Laguages studies in Universidad Nacional and a 

specialization in Philology at Universidad Rosario.  

Lina has perfomed as an official translator of all kind of documents, 

from wills and contracts to birth certificates and acamic records for 

more than 6 years.  
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G.A.M. Law Office P.C. offers a 

comprehensive portfolio of 

Legal Solutions. Our law firm 

prides itself of offering 

extensive advice to 

immigrants, entrepreneurs, 

and professionals of the 

creatives industries. 
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Practice Areas 
G.A.M. Law Office P.C. offers a comprehensive portfolio of 

Legal Solutions. Our law firm prides itself of offering 

extensive advice to immigrants, entrepreneurs, and 

professionals of the creatives industries. 
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 Our Practice Areas 

G.A.M. Law Office offers a comprehensive 
portfolio of Legal Solutions. Our law firm 
prides itself on offering extensive advice to 
immigrants, entrepreneurs, and 
professionals of the creatives industries. 

 

Immigration Law 

When it comes to obtaining legal status in the US, it can be very 

confusing, ensuring accuracy and taking the right steps is critical 

to being approved. Considering this, the first step is to make an 

initial consultation with the office. 

 

Adjustment of 
Status 

Artists Visas 
Asylum Petition 
Business Visas 

Citizenship 
Company Transfers 

Visas 
Consular Petition 

DACA Petition 

 

Worker Residence 
Petition 

Investor Visas 
J Training Visas  
K-1 Fiancé Visa 
Naturalization 

Interview 
Naturalization 

Issues 

 

Notice of Intention 
to Deny 

Requests for 
Evidence  

Replace Citizenship 
Documents 

SIJS 
Translation of 

documents 

Business Law 

When you have a business problem that requires legal attention, 

you need a lawyer who understands business. You need a 

business attorney who realizes that a legal disagreement has the 

potential to destroy a company if not handled properly. 

At G.A.M. Law Office, our lawyers know how to guide you 

through any business conflict you are facing. 

Business Formation in the US 
Business Dissolution 

Commercial Agreements 

Non-for-profit Law 
Corporate Compliance 

Privacy Policy 
TOU 

 

Effective, Real, 

Professional 

Legal Solutions 

 

https://gamlawoffice.com/us-residence
https://gamlawoffice.com/us-residence
https://gamlawoffice.com/us-citizenship/
https://gamlawoffice.com/us-citizenship-service
https://gamlawoffice.com/us-citizenship-service
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 Creativity Law 

Protect your creations! Don’t wait for someone else to value 

them! At G.A.M. Law Office we can help you learn about your 

options. Our team of professionals can help you address several 

legal matters related to the protection of your works and the 

enforcement of your trademark rights. We Can Help You Protect 

Your Ideas & Profit From Them. 

Trademarks 

Cease and Desist 
Letters  

 

Copyright 

Licensing 
Agreements   

 

Trade Secrets  

Entertainment Law 

Estates Law 

Planning for tomorrow is as important as planning today. Don´t 

leave the problem to your loved ones leave the remembrance of 

your legacy.  

 

                 Estate Planning                                               Wills  

            Notarization of documents                               Trusts  

. . 
 

Effective, Real, 

Professional 

Legal Solutions 
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